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FYI.  This info may be good for the PA.

Bret Kendrick
Site Assessment Manager
Superfund Division
U.S. EPA, Region 6
Tel:  (214) 665-2240
Fax: (214) 665-6660

----- Forwarded by Bret Kendrick/R6/USEPA/US on 02/01/2013 04:06 PM -----

From:    Garyg Miller/R6/USEPA/US
To:    George Pettigrew/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, "Prosperie,Susan (DSHS)"
<Susan.Prosperie@dshs.state.tx.us>
Cc:    Philip Turner/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, Bret Kendrick/R6/USEPA/US@EPA
Date:    02/01/2013 03:44 PM
Subject:    Fw: Highlands info

George,

Jackie Young (Highlands TX) sent the info below and offered to send their records on metals
levels - would that be helpful now?  FYI, we plan to sample their well and several others on
2/20/13.  The analysis will be for metals, VOC, SVOC, and pesticides.

Thanks,

Gary Miller
EPA Remedial Project Manager
(214) 665-8318
email:  miller.garyg@epa.gov

----- Forwarded by Garyg Miller/R6/USEPA/US on 02/01/2013 03:34 PM -----

From:    Jackie Young <jkie946@yahoo.com>
To:    Garyg Miller/R6/USEPA/US@EPA
Date:    02/01/2013 11:36 AM
Subject:    Highlands info

Hi Gary,

I apologize for taking so long to get you this information! I attached a map from a local MSD
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applicant; I was going to print a map down to the parcel level to track illnesses, but I decided just to use
this map which I already had in my file. The x's represent individuals with chronic illnesses or cancer.
The most recent illnesses my mother has found are not represented on this map. 

I also attached the PPT presentation Public Works gave at one of the MSD meetings. If you view slide
35, you will find an aerial shot of the groundwater wells registered with Public Works. From talking
with TCEQ, I understand that the registry is quite larger than what this presentation portrays. 

The executive summary is an overview of the MSD applicant's contamination; just in case you are
unaware and interested in "current" polluters in highlands. 

The PDF titled "ChronArticle_1986" is an article from 1986 which expresses health concerns due to
the Highlands Acid Pitts. Health concerns in this community are nothing new. 

The Allison J Pierce Wetland photo shows the former Weibel Site (located on Highland Shore Dr),
which the county remediated. A summary of the site from Dr. Gossett: "The Weibel site was an
unpermitted landfill, created after there were permit requirements in place.  It seems that much of the
waste was construction waste, but in one document I found that "in 1993 24 crushed drums containing
a coal tar-like residue were discovered."  Various "cover" letters indicated that the contaminants of
concern (COC) were in the groundwater at lower that the residential groundwater limits, so impacts
were not expected.  It seemed to have barium levels similar to your water. Terry O'Roarke, prosecuted
the Weibel's during his earlier stint in the County Attorney's office in the early 1990's, and they were
sentenced to 90 days in jail."

The issues in Highlands are complex and I am not sure if your focus is primarily tracking the SJWP
COC or if it incorporates getting to the bottom of pollution sources. If you are interested in potential
current polluters, my mother and I have been keeping an eye on a few places. As mentioned above, the
MSD applicant, Southwest Shipyards is a huge concern for us. North of Southwest Shipyards is a
company D.H. Griffin. This is a demolition and barge repair facility. They recycle catalyst from the
refineries and I have suspected this to be a potential source of the rare metals in my body. I have
attached a video I took one morning. It is not uncommon for the type of activity in the video to occur
and it occurs at all hours of the day and night. I first noticed it driving home from school around 10:30-
11pm. 
North-west of our property on FM 2100 is the road "Battle". This property, which boarders the river,
was a camp ground that my brother last camped at in 2004. The next time he tried to camp there he was
stopped at the entrance by guards who said it was no longer a campground. The property appears to
belong to "Mega Sand". I have attached 3 screen shots I took from Google Earth. If you notice in the
close up screen shot, tire tracks stopping at the pond. The various colors of the pond water raised
concern with Dr. Gossett and I.
Again, not sure if this stuff is of interest, but I thought it might help. 

If you would like to see the heavy metal records from myself, my mother and our chickens I can scan
those and send them to you. Please let me know.

Sincerely,
Jackie Young
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